
Copyright Issues Related to 

the Digitization of Cultural 

Heritage in Croatia

Aleksandra Horvat & Daniela Zivkovic

University of Zagreb, Croatia



Ankara, 22nd-24th September, 2010

Mass digitization

ÅCreation of a parallel world of human 

knowledge and culture

ÅA political and social issue of great importance

ÅCouncil and EC. e-Europe 2002 action plan, 

2000 

ÅSince 2000 the EU has issued a great number of 

documents on digitization, some of them on 

copyright issues

ÅLund principles, 2001 
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Lund principles (2001)

ÅRecognize that IP rights can be an obstacle to 

digitization

ÅDifferent interests of various stakeholders 

should be balanced 
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Why copyright?

ÅDigitization Ÿ act of reproduction & 

communication to the public & making available 

to the public

ÅNational copyright laws require the authorõs 

permission for all three acts if a work is 

protected

ÅThe obstacle to mass digitization
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Exceptions and limitations

ÅEnumerated in the InfoSoc Directive, 2001

ÅDifferent in different national copyrights laws

ÅLibraries can act due to exceptions and 

limitations

ÅPossible solution Ÿ mandatory exceptions for 

libraries and similar institutions
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Charter of Parma (2003)

ÅRecognizes privacy issues as a possible obstacle 

to digitization

ÅEncourages a dialogue between the cultural and 

scientific sectors

ÅThe development of the idea of European 

cultural heritage  



Ankara, 22nd-24th September, 2010

European cultural heritage

ÅObstacles to mass digitization Ÿ Cultural 

heritage, 2007

ðcost

ðuse of inappropriate technologies and inadequate 

standards

ðlack of consistency in approaches to IP rights
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Digitization of cultural heritage in 

Croatia

ÅIn the late 90õs ɸ sporadic initiatives of 

individual libraries

ÅIn 2006 ɸ an encompassing programme funded 

by the Ministry of Culture

ÅCollections digitized by more than 60 cultural 

institutions displayed on a portal

ÅCroatian Cultural Heritage 

http://www.kultura.hr
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Croatian Cultural Heritage


