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Coalition for Networked 
Information (CNI)

Founded in 1990 by ARL and EDUCAUSE

Mission:  accelerate progress in digital 
information related to research and education

200+ member institutions

Executive Director Clifford Lynch

www.cni.org

Subscribe to cni-announce

http://www.mobilelife2007.co.uk/


CNI Website - Information for 
current topics

Over 30 project 
briefings 2X/year

Identifies key trends 
in digital content, 
institutional 
strategies, network 
technologies

Links to additional 
information



Themes

Why we need to 
rethink the virtual 
and physical 
presence of libraries, 
museums, archives

Changes in users

Changes in 
technologies

Implications and 
examples

Conclusion
North Carolina State U. Library Information Commons



Many of our institutions were 
created when

Information was scarce

Physical presence was required for 
access

Mastery of information was the key 
educational goal

Using libraries and archives and visiting 
museums were considered experiences 
of the individual, not the group



How do we develop our institutions to serve a 
changing population in a changing world?

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jasonyungny/2555631888/



Understand characteristics of 
change to inform actions

In our communities

In the technology environment



Information Seekers to Creators

Faculty, students, 
and individual 
citizens are creating 
new types of digital 
content

They access 
information and add 
value by providing 
context, remixing, 
showing connections

http://valley.lib.virginia.edu/



While technology skills varyé

67% of students in grades 9 -12 maintain 
a personal website

When asked what they do regularly with 
technology for schoolwork, 27% of K -12 
students said they create slideshows, 
videos, and/or webpages

Project Tomorrow http://www.tomorrow.org/speakup



Todayôs students are both 
knowledge seekers and creators

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~videoprojects/gallery.html



Nines: A Community of Scholars

Nineteenth century 
scholarship online

Provides peer review 
of digital resources 
and archives in field

Federated online 
publishing model

Community of 
scholars http://www.nines.org/



Solo Readers to Communities

Amazon 
recommendations

Community-wide 
reads include online 
blogs, in-person 
events

Shelfari - used by 
school groups, fans http://www.shelfari.com/


